
Using ELPA21 Assessment Results 
to Understand Student Performance



Guiding Questions

What are the Standards Level Descriptors and how do they relate to the 
English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards?

How can educators use key components of ELPA21 
assessment results to understand student performance?

How can educators interpret student work using the ELP Standards 
Level Descriptors?



Making Use of ELPA21 
Assessment Results

To guide instructional planning—for 
example, by:
• determining standards of focus
• informing scaffolds and supports

To gather information 
about students’ 

language proficiency
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Individual Score Reports: 
Key Components

1. Domain
Scores

2. Performance 
Levels and 
Descriptors

3. Proficiency 
Determination



1. Domain Scores

Note: Images are graphic depictions and not intended to represent actual score reports.



2. Performance Levels and Descriptors

Note: Images are graphic depictions and not intended to represent actual score reports.



2. Performance Levels and Descriptors

Beginning

Early Intermediate

Intermediate

Early Advanced

Advanced

Note: Images are graphic depictions and not intended to represent actual score reports.

Achievement 
Level Descriptor

When reading grade-appropriate text, a student at Level 3 is working on:
• Identifying key words, phrases, and main topics in texts and dialogues
• responding to simple questions about key details
• retelling some information, details or events
• identifying reasons an author gives to support a main point 
• answering questions to help determine the meaning of some less 

frequently occurring words and phrases.



2. Performance Levels and Descriptors

Profile Rule
4343 No domain score falls below 

Level 3

Note: Images are graphic depictions and not intended to represent actual score reports.



3. Proficiency Determinations

Emerging Progressing Proficient

Note: Images are graphic depictions and not intended to represent actual score reports.



???

Connecting Back to Standards 
Performance Level Descriptors

Achievement Level 
Indicators (ALIs)

Assessment Results: 
Organized by Domain

(Reading, Writing, 
Speaking, Listening)

ELPA21 
Assessment 
Score Report

ELPA21 Resources

Level Descriptors:
Organized by standard

(1-10)



Using Achievement Level Indicators (ALIs) to 
Understand ELPA21 Assessment Results





Click here to 
download ALI 

resources



ELP Standards Level 
Descriptors

Performance on ELPA21 
Assessment 



Guiding Question

Resources
• Achievement Level Indicators (ALIs) by grade level
• English Language Proficiency Standards: At A Glance
• Mini-Glossary

How can educators use key components of ELPA21 
assessment results to understand student performance?



Reflection Activity

Imagine a student who scored at a Level ___ (1-5) in the 
domain of ___ (Reading, Writing, Speaking, or Listening):
•What standards might you focus on in order to support this 

student’s learning? 
•What knowledge and skills do you want this student to be 

able to demonstrate? 
•What other sources of information would you also use to gain 

a fuller understanding of this student’s progress toward 
proficiency?


